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UPCOMING EVENTS
Manufacturing & Engineering Expo

Industry 4.0 International Conference

th

Date: 8 October 2014
Venue: Kent Event Centre, Maidstone.

st

Date: 21 October 2014
Venue: Ghent, Belgium

BIG-Kent supports one of the UK's largest dedicated
manufacturing & engineering business showcase on Wednesday
the 8th of October 2014 at Kent Event Centre, Maidstone, 9.00
am - 4.30 pm. The Manufacturing and Engineering Expo is the
place to go if you want to learn about new technologies,
techniques and hear the latest industry updates. There will be a
number of workshops taking place to help you develop your
knowledge and learn new information about a variety of topics.
The workshops are completely free to attend providing great
value for your time. The event co-located with Construction
Expo is expected to attract key business leaders from across the
spectrum. For more details please visit,
http://www.manufacturingandengineeringexpo.co.uk/

BIG-Kent supports a
major international
conference “Industry 4.0” at Ghent in Belgium. Our
manufacturing industries and services are facing
immense changes while adapting for the future.
Mobile remote control, distance and lifelong
learning, Internet of Things, embedded control and
industrial data communication infrastructure are
some key enabling factors in this adaptation process
that transforms our economy. Detailed program and
subscription details follow soon! The event is
expected to attract around 200 delegates from
industry and research professionals from UK, France,
Belgium and Netherlands. To secure a free place to
attend and funded travel please get in touch with
us. This event is part of the EU inter-regional cluster
IMOSYDE financed by Interreg IVA 2 Seas
Cluster partners: KU Leuven, UGent, Groupe HEI-ISAISEN, Un. of Greenwich, Un. of Sussex, TU Delft, Voka
Oost-Vlaanderen

NEWS UPDATES and ARTICLES
16th July – Innovative Product Development Workshop &
Factory Visit to Ford Motor Company, Dagenham
Innovative product development workshop was organised by Prof James Gao
from UoG and hosted by Tim Saunders of Ford at Ford Motor Company’s
Dagenham Engine Plant on Wednesday 16th July 2014. The workshop
focused on recent research projects undertaken by the Centre for Innovative
Product Development and Manufacturing (CiPDM) at the University of
Greenwich; these include projects involving Cummins Power Generation, BAE
Systems and Ford Motor Company, as well as a European project being
conducted in collaboration with CESi University in Rouen, France. In addition,
the forum heard from Joseph Zammit of University of Greenwich & Cummins
Power Generation spoke about “A Knowledge Sharing Framework for Improving Testing Processes in Global Product
Development”, David Baudry, Mourad Messaadia and Sara Mahdikhak of CESi, Rouen, France spoke about “Building an
Expertise Network for an Efficient Innovation and Training System”, Clive Simmonds and Nick Martin of BAE Systems spoke
about “Collaborative Research”, Richard Evans, Shan Wan and Ismael Essop of University of Greenwich spoke about “Building
an Expertise Network for an Efficient Innovation and Training System”, Taoyuan Zhang of University of Greenwich spoke about
“Sustainability Improvement for the Manufacturing Industry”, David Baxter of Cranfield University spoke about “The Role of
the Customer in Innovation: What if Customers cannot tell you what they want?”, Jenny Harding of Loughborough University
spoke about “Moderator Knowledge and Teamwork” and Peter Chow of Fujitsu Labs Europe spoke about “Digital Design and
Manufacturing”. The event concluded with discussions on collaborative projects and a facility visit to the Ford Dagenham Diesel
Centre.

10th July – 1st EEC – IMOCCA Project Conference at UoG

Prof S Keates, Dean of Engineering, UoG

Prof P Rapajic, UoG IMOCCA Project Leader

Dr R Seals, UoG

Dr Ree Wu, UoG IMOCCA

Dr Z Sangelaji, UoG

Dr P Bakalis, UoG

Philippe Saey, Ku Leuven, Belgium

Stacey Driver, Stickleback Manufacturing

Poster presentation & Networking Session

Prof P Rapajic talking to the guests during
lab visit

UoG organised an international conference as part of the EU inter-regional
project IMOCCA, a 4.2 mn EUR consortium for topics concerning Factory
Automation. UoG at Chatham is home to the UK nodes of the Inter-regional
international network of mobility and competence centres in automation.
The partner nodes are based at Belgium and France. This event showcased
range of presentations from change in landscape of engineering R&D research,
embedded systems and novel RFID applications and
company presentations from Kent based
manufacturer Stickleback manufacturing and
Ragworm.

Consortium Partners

st

Inset, Pictures from 1 EEC-IMOCCA Project Conference at UoG, 2014.

8th July – Kent B2B Exhibition and Conference
The annual Kent B2B took place on Tuesday 8th July at the Ashford International Hotel
hosted by the Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce. Amongst the keynote speakers was
John Longworth, the current Director General of the British Chamber of Commerce.
With 90 exhibitors and latest innovations within business offered fantastic networking
opportunities for exhibitors and delegates. Big-Kent supported the annual dinner when
Gordan Banks, England’s favourite goal keeper spoke about his life and football career.

14th May – Kent 2020 Exhibition
Big-Kent supported and exhibited at this year’s kent 2020 exhibition for the fourth year
in series. Over 3,200 business professionals with more than 300 exhibitors attended this
year’s Kent 2020 Vision Live, the largest business-to-business exhibition and conference
in the South East. The event was designed to recognise the importance of Innovation in
business, delivering new insights and inspiration to help visitors to innovate in their
businesses based on “Innovate to Grow” theme.

26th March – SEMTA London and South East Regional Councils Meeting
Recently the London and south east councils were merged to a single council.
Consolidation of the two councils brings with it a requirement to rationalise the council
membership and an opportunity to refocus SEMTA’s strategic intent. SEMTA’s aim is to
give employers greater support and increasing regional presence and it is envisaged that
the group will become the main skills body within London and the South East, Enhance
and strengthen the greater London and South East Regional (LASER) Partnership (BIGKent is the Kent arm for LASER), align with EEF, MAS and NAS, Ensure greater LEP
involvement and synchronisation, Enable wider employer participation – both OEM and
SME’s, Sponsor greater sharing of best practice and create a unified voice for London
and the South East.

27th March – Joint Breakfast Event on Marine Construction &
Engineering with NMDG
UoG hosted a breakfast event on Marine Construction & Engineering at Chatham
maritime. The event was led by the National Maritime Development group and
attracted over thirty guests. The business breakfast event was presented by Peter Green
of National Maritime Development Group (NMDG); Greg Guthrie from Royal
HaskoningDHV spoke on Coastal and Marine Environment and Prof Amir Alani, Head of
Civil Engineering, University of Greenwich, spoke about the recent projects including
UoG’s work for Rochester Bridge, Medway Tunnel and gave an account of the civil
engineering and capabilities of University of Greenwich and led the facilities tour at the
end of the event.

12th – 13th February – Southern Manufacturing Show 2014, FIVE,
Farnborough
On the 12th and 13th Feb, BIG-Kent network partners notably the University of
Greenwich, MJ Allen Group, Rastervision successfully exhibited for a fourth year in series
at the Southern Manufacturing show alongside around fifteen other Kent manufacturing
businesses that exhibited in different areas at the show. The show attracted in the
region of 700 exhibitors and 7000 delegates from the engineering and manufacturing
profession. Southern Manufacturing is the largest manufacturing exhibition in Southeast
England.

Industry Advisory
Group:

27th February – Joint Breakfast Event with
NMDG “Helping the Marine Industries Deliver
Against Market Opportunities”
UoG hosted a breakfast event at Greenwich Campus led by
NMDG. The event attracted over 30 guests. Peter Green,
chair of the NMDG facilitated the breakfast event. By 2020
the UK marine industry is expected to become renowned
for the quality and value for money of their high
technology products, systems and services globally, and for
their overall and substantial contribution to the UK’s
economic, environmental and social well-being.
Peter Joyce, Assistant Head of Aerospace, Marine and
Defence Unit at Department for Business Innovation and
Skills and the lead policy official for the implementation of
the Marine Industrial Growth Strategy spoke about the
works of BIS. Andy Linegar, Executive Delivery Manager,
Marine Industries Leadership Council and Programme
Manager, Defence Future Programme, Babcock
International Group PLC, spoke about the UK’s first ever
integrated strategy for the growth of the marine industries
and how it establishes a foundation for sustainable longterm cooperation.

EEF - Future Manufacturing Awards 2013
In the last year’s awards businesses of all sizes and
talented apprentices were invited to show how they've
made it by entering the EEF Future Manufacturing Awards
which launched on 8 April 2013. The EEF Future
Manufacturing Awards are judged regionally across the UK
and winners announced at celebration regional events.
The winners of national awards were presented at a
th
prestigious ceremony in London on 30 January 2014. Will
Butler Adams of Brompton Bikes won the manufacturing
champion award at national level. The EEF awards are
free to enter and provide many opportunities to win,
with 17 individual awards across 9 categories. Regional
winners of each award go on to compete in the national
finals for the chance to be crowned a National Winner of
the EEF Future Manufacturing Awards. Both regional and
national winners and runners-up gain high profile publicity
for their business, as well as the accolade of winning a
prestigious industry award.
Dr Pal Kulandaivel of BIG-Kent who was part of the Judges
Panel for the national awards this year says, “this is a
prestigious award and the competition was fierce and of
high quality. In the coming years we will be coordinating
efforts to help more Kent & south east companies to enter
the awards”. The search is on to find the UK's best
manufacturers for the 2014.

“BIG-Kent established in 2009, is the umbrella network in Kent and SE LEP area (Kent arm for www.lsema.org.uk) for
Manufacturing, Engineering and Technology sectors. It is a platform for peer-peer learning and collaborating aimed at
private and public sector opportunities, supply chain, funding, partnerships, innovation and growth. BIG, led by the local
Manufacturing industry community is promoted jointly by the University of Greenwich at Medway in Kent, the Kent Invicta
Chamber of Commerce, the Kent Channel Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise Europe Network (south east), EEF-The
Manufacturers Organisation, Archant KOS Media (Media Sponsors), the Institute of Directors Kent, The Bridge Nucleus, The
Medway Innovation Centre, NMDG, Manufacturing Advisory Service (MAS) and SEMTA. The Key Manufacturers like Premier
Foods, Circatron Ltd, MJ Allen Group, Wirebelt Ltd, MEP Ltd and BAE Systems, Texcel Technology and RVL form the Industry
Board Advisory Group; they represent the wider interests of the business community, gauge relevance of activities set-out to
promote the BIG members’ interests and support the activities. BIG-Kent partners with equivalent networks in London and
South East making the London and South East Manufacturing Alliance.” For more details please visit www.big-kent.org.uk
Contact Details: Dr Pal Kulandaivel, Co-ordinator, BIG-Kent, Tel: 01634 883912, E-mail: kp32@gre.ac.uk

